OPEN MEETING Announcement 

WATERSHED MOMENT:  Discussion of Theological and Doctrinal Issues in the UMC Raised by the Bishop Sprague Complaint & Dismissal.
DATE
Church Name & Location (with URL for on-line publications)
X:00 PM – X:00 PM (two hours)
Bishop C. Joseph Sprague has been charged with "dissemination of doctrines contrary to the established standards of doctrine of the UMC" and "disobedience to the Order and discipline of the UMC".  A transcript of the Bishop's recorded speech made at Iliff Seminary in Denver, Colorado was included and reference was made to his newly published controversial book, Affirmations of a Dissenter.
The complaint called for Bishop Sprague to recant his positions or be removed from office. Although a ‘Supervisory Response Team", headed by Bishop Ough has dismissed these charges, the team "recognizes this [complaint] as a potential Watershed Moment in our denomination".  Further, the Response Team recommended an open process "to enter into serious theological discussion on issues of Christology, Biblical authority and the mission of the Church".  
Because he is Bishop of our Northern Illinois Conference, our membership, along with other NIC churches are placed squarely in the maelstrom of these doctrinal controversies. To become more fully informed about the book and the complaint, we have invited a speaker from a network of concerned laity, NIC VOICE (www.nicvoice.org), to assist us in examining the theology behind Bishop Sprague's controversial statements.  The NIC VOICE presentation includes various responses made by other Bishops and additional information pertinent to all NIC churches.  During the presentation, there will be time for discussion on the doctrinal issues.
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